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FADE | N:

EXT. ROCKY MOUNTAI NS - AFTERNOON

In the distance we see carved rock faces and scattered pines.
As we PUSH I N, we detect a sliver of a trail weaving al ong,
obscured now and then by trees and rock outcrops.

PUSHI NG | N FURTHER, we see three nen pl oddi ng al ong. The
first, the GUDE, a rugged nmountain man, is |oaded down wth
an enornous pack. Several paces behind are two dudes who are
not dressed for this journey: a TALL MAN, who carries a mnuch
smal | er pack, and a FAT MAN with a comcally small pack.

THE GUI DE

hi kes al ong, his eyes bright with wonder at the spectacul ar
vista. He | abors under his burden, but whistles quietly to
hinmself. We like him he is making the nost of a hard clinb.

As he passes CAMERA, WE FOCUS on the two others. Their
expressions are dark. The Fat Man sweats profusely; every
step is a conplaint. The Tall Man constantly adjusts his
pack, nore out of irritation at the idea than the wei ght
itsel f.

They trudge along, mssing the view, their heads cl ose,
gl anci ng at the QGuide:

TALL MAN
It's insupportable... this pack is
giving me blisters! Blisters!

FAT MAN
Oh, shut up! My feet are killing ne.
And | ook at him-he's whistling!

TALL MAN
Laughing, nore |ikely--at us! Look
at us! Mere beasts of burden!

FAT MAN
True. | feel like an ass, carrying
all this weight.

TALL MAN
You do pack a lot, ny friend.

FAT NMAN
| sinply cannot take another step!

He does, but acts like it's his very last. He bends over,
breat hi ng heavily, sweat stream ng down his corpul ent face.

The Cui de | ooks back and waves his conpani ons onward.



GUl DE
W' re maki ng good ti ne!

The Tall Man waves, faking a broad smle.
TALL MAN
VWhat's his hurry? W'll surely make
it to Sweetwater by tonight.

FAT MAN
A town! Rest! Refreshment! A foot
bat h! The necessities of lifel

The Tall Man jabs the Fat Man in the ribs.

TALL MAN
And for you: a twel ve-course neal!

The Fat Man i ndi cates the Cui de.

FAT MAN
He enjoys seeing us suffer.

TALL MAN
Then we shall not disappoint him

He waves at the CGuide that they're com ng, then strides ahead,
haul i ng the Fat Man al ong.

The Cuide starts forward again.

TALL MAN ( CONT' D)
Behold: a brilliant plan unfolds.

He starts hoppi ng on one |eg.

TALL MAN ( CONT' D)
Ch, oh!

He col | apses on the ground, clutching his ankle, his face
contorted with pain.

The @Quide turns and rushes to them

GUI DE
VWhat is it? What happened?

TALL MAN
My ankle! It's sprained!

QU DE
Let ne see.

The Tall Man jerks away, tears stream ng down his cheeks.

TALL MAN
| fear it's broken!



GUl DE
Ch, nol

TALL MAN
Ch, yes!

The Fat Man turns away, rolling his eyes.

FAT MAN
Ch, brother.

GUI DE
This here's a piece of bad | uck!

The Tall Man affects a dranatic pose, a forearmacross his
f or ehead.

TALL MAN
You nmust | eave ne behi nd!

The Fat Man turns back suddenly, his voice gleeful:

FAT MAN
Ch, let'sl!

The Cui de again reaches for the foot, but the Tall Man jerks
away, noani ng.

The @Guide | ooks at the Fat Man.

GUI DE
Leave hinf? Ain't nobody gettin' |eft
behi nd.

TALL MAN
|"mjust a burden...go on w thout
nme!

FAT MAN
Oh, let's!

The Tall Man gives hima sneer.

The Fat Man reci procates.

The CGuide, his mnd racing, msses the exchange.

GUI DE

| reckon not. This here pass is
dangerous. There m ght be Injuns
about... or wild critters.

The Fat Man nearly dances with joy.

FAT MAN
Yes! Lions! Tigers!



GUl DE
And mebbe bear s!

TALL MAN
Ch, ny! What shall | do?
GUI DE
Kin ya hobbl e sonme?
FAT MAN
No!
TALL MAN
(stepping on him
Maybe!

Angry gl ances are exchanged.
GUl DE

Dern. We'll just have to tote your
necessari es.

He | ooks at the Fat Man for agreenent but sees surprise
i nst ead.

FAT MAN
Me? |' m al ready overburdened! | cannot
carry one ounce nore!
The Cuide | ooks at the Tall Man, his mnd working. T
he Tall Man | ooks at the Fat Man, whose face has gone hard.

TALL MAN
He's right--it's too nuch to ask.

FAT MAN
Yes! He's right: it is.

The @Quide | ooks at the Fat Man. Then his face softens.

QU DE
(to the Fat Man)
Al right. I'll tote his gear.
TALL MAN

You're very kind. Very kind indeed.

FAT NMAN
Too kind, if you ask ne.

QU DE
An' you kin tote him

The CGuide dons the Tall Man's pack.



5.

The Fat Man | ooks daggers at the Tall Man, who gets gingerly
to his feet.

The Tall Man beans at the Fat Man.

TALL MAN
You're very kind. Very kind indeed.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. ROCKY MOUNTAINS - M NUTES LATER

The trio are back on the road. The Quide carries the Tal
Man's pack as well as his own. Although it's heavy, he starts
whi stling again, but with sone difficulty.

The two others trudge behind. The Tall Man | eans heavily on
the Fat Man, who scow s at him

When the Guide turns to see how they' re doing, they both
ef fect m serabl e | ooks.

The Guide smles encouragenent and turns back to the trail.
The Fat Man shoves the Tall Man away.
FAT MAN
A | ot of good you did ne! Now, | ook!
|"mcarrying even nore, and you're
carrying not hi ng!
The Tall Man strolls along, smling w ckedly.

TALL MAN
| told you it was a brilliant plan!

FAT MAN
Brilliant for you!

Ahead, the @uide turns, concern on his face.

| medi ately, the Tall Man | eans heavily into the Fat Man and
linmps tragically. They both smle painfully for the Quide.

GUl DE
Not far now Just a few nore ml es!

He turns back to the trail.

FAT MAN
How many nore m |l es?

The Tall Man sl aps himon the back, nearly knocking himover.
He does a little jig, then junps and clicks his heels.



TALL MAN
Not far! A walk in the park!

The Fat Man's face is flushed with rage.

Then an idea lights his eyes. He smles at the Tall Mn, who
cocks his head suspiciously. The Fat Man clutches his fat
belly and how s:

FAT NMAN
Oh, goodness! The pain!

He col |l apses on a rock at the side of the trail. The Tal
Man rai ses his eyebrows.

Ahead, the @i de turns, al arned.

QU DE
Jimny! What is it now?

He shuffles heavily back toward them

The Tall Man stands, favoring one | eg, shaking his head, his
arnms crossed across his chest, his eyes slits.

The Fat Man kneads his anple belly.

FAT NMAN
A stitch! 1've over-exerted nysel f!

TALL MAN
The only thing you' re over is weight.

The Gui de shucks his pack and bends over the Fat Man.

GUl DE

What are you pal averin' about?
FAT MAN

| cannot go on. | nust rest here.
GUl DE

Rest? For how | ong?

TALL MAN
WIll a week be | ong enough?

The Guide | ooks at the Tall Man, surprised at his sarcasm
He turns back to the Fat Man, his face conpassionate.

QU DE
It's getting towards night. W got
to get off this nountain... and soon!
FAT NMAN

It's the weight!



TALL MAN
What wei ght? Your pack is as snall
as your brain!

The Fat Man points an accusing pudgy finger at the Tall Man.

FAT NMAN
H s weight. He's too heavy!

TALL MAN
Me? Too heavy? Wiy, you--

FAT MAN
| cannot carry him

He | ooks innocently at the Tall Man, who is purple with rage.
The Cui de | ooks fromone to another and sighs heavily.

DI SSCLVE TQO

EXT. ROCKY MOUNTAINS - M NUTES LATER

The Guide now carries both his conpanions' packs, as well as
supporting the Tall Man, who fakes his linp and | ooks angrily
over his shoul der at the Fat Man, who strolls along, whistling
merrily.

Seeing his | ook, the Fat Man waves, beamng in victory.
FAT NMAN

VWhat a pity you nust linp all the
way to town!

TALL MAN

And what a pity your side aches so!
GUl DE

Come on... we got a far piece yet.

The Tall Man rolls his eyes and gives the Fat Man anot her
hat ef ul | ook

The Fat Man does a jig and attenpts to click his heels, nearly
falling over.

The Tall Man | aughs, then quickly turns it into a noan.
The CGui de shakes his head with pity.

GUI DE ( CONT' D)
| hope we done used up our bad | uck.

The threesone round a corner in the trail.
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Suddenly, directly in front of themis a giant KCODI AK BEAR
Hi s eyes flash and he rears up on his hind |l egs--he is nine
feet tall!

He extends his paws, nails bared; his cavernous nouth
di stends, revealing five inch teeth. He ROARS his outrage.

After a nonent of frozen fear, everyone noves.
The Tall Man pushes the Guide down and sprints toward a pine.
The Fat Man waddl es as fast as he can toward the sane tree.

The Bear noves toward the Guide, who struggles to get free
of the packs.

The Tall Man has already scal ed the | owest branch.

The Fat Man reaches the tree and | ooks up. The | owest branch
is just beyond his reach.

FAT MAN
Hel p ne!

TALL MAN
Hel p yoursel f!

He clinbs higher.

The Bear nears the CGuide, who struggles to get out of the
packs.

He is alnost free when he is overshadowed by a huge form He
| ooks up, his face blanched with fear.

From his perch in the tree, the Tall Man watches.
The Bear cuffs the Guide, growing angrily.

TALL MAN ( CONT' D)
Ugh! He's got him

The Fat Man junps again, stretching to reach the | owest
br anch.

FAT MAN
Hel p ne!

The Bear swivels his huge head toward them

TALL MAN
Shut up! He'll hear you!

FAT MAN
HELP ME!

THE BEAR S P. O V. - THE FAT MAN S BEH ND



fills the frame, a tender norsel
THE BEAR
ROARS hi s hungry approval .

TALL NMAN
SHUT UP, YQU I DI OT!

FAT MAN
HELP ME!

The Bear steps over the immobile Guide and starts toward
t hem

TALL MAN
Ch, no.

He points.

The Fat Man turns slowy to | ook.

THE BEAR

slowl y advances toward them roaring.

THE FAT MAN

turns back, his face ashen, |ooking at the Tall Man.

FAT MAN
| ' m dooned!

TALL MAN
Better you than ne! After dining on
you, he won't want dessert!

The Fat Man's face changes fromfear to anger. Wth a sudden
burst of energy, he junps and snags the Tall Man's pant |eg
and begi ns haul i ng hi m downwar d.

FAT MAN
| said, help ne!

TALL MAN
Hey! Don't!

But the Fat Man is too heavy and the Tall Man's grip slips.
THE BEAR

closes in, his nmouth the sane height as the Fat Man's bottom
THE BEAR S P.O V. - A SLOW SHUFFLI NG AMBLE

as the CAMERA zeroes in on the Fat Man's generous behi nd.
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THE BEAR
roars at the tasty prospect.
THE FAT MAN

| ooks over his shoulder. The Bear is just ten feet away. The
Fat Man lets go of the Tall Man's pant | eg.

The Tall Man scranbl es hi gher.

Wth a sudden burst of energy, The Fat Man pulls hinself up
onto the | owest branch.

THE BEAR

SW pes at the air, roaring.

THE FAT MAN

ascends to a higher branch, then turns.
THE BEAR

has reached the base of the tree. He | ooks up, his black
eyes bright with hunger. He begins to stand.

As he reaches his full height, he takes a giant sw pe at the
Fat Man, barely m ssing his protrudi ng stonmach.

FAT MAN
Never have | so wished | was thin

The Bear swi pes at him again. Even cl oser.

TALL MAN
Never have | been so glad you were
fat!

They both cower.

The Bear takes one nore sw pe and goes back down on all fours,
his cold eyes still riveting them

After a long nonent, he turns and saunters back toward the
Qui de, who lies notionless on the ground, partially hidden
by the packs.

TALL MAN ( CONT' D)
That was cl osel!

FAT MAN
He' Il have dinner yet! Ch! | can't
| ook!

He puts his hands over his face, but his eyes peek through
his | aced fingers.
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FAT MAN S P.O V. - THE BEAR
has reached the Gui de and now straddl es the body. He puts
his nmuzzle next to the Guide's head and hol ds there notionl ess
for a | ong nonent.
Then he raises his head and | ooks at the nen in the tree.

bell ows at them then steps over the Guide and wal ks slowy
awnay.

THE TWO MEN

in the tree exchange disbelieving | ooks.
THE BEAR

di sappears over the ridge.

TALL MAN
It's gone. Let's get out of here!

FAT MAN
VWat if it cones back?

The Tall Man puts his boot on the Fat Man's head and pushes.

TALL MAN
| said, it's gone! Now get down!

The Fat Man reluctantly descends, followed by the Tall Man.

They never take their eyes of the ridge where the Bear
di sappear ed.

Once on the ground, they cautiously approach the Guide.
ANOTHER ANGLE - THE GUI DE

lies in the f.g., his face turned TOMRD CAMERA, his eyes
cl osed.

In the b.g., the others approach cautiously, scanning the
hori zon for sign of the Bear.

The Guide's eyes slowy open. He knows his conpani ons now.

FAT MAN
ls he...?

TALL MAN
Better himthan us.

He scans the horizon. They are nearly upon the CGui de now,
but their attention is el sewhere; they scan for the Bear.

REVERSE ANGLE - THE GUI DE
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turns his head to face them his eyes angry. The two start
Wi th surprise.

FAT MAN
You're alivel

GUl DE
Sorry to di sappoint ya.

He rises and dusts hinself off.
The others are nute with astoni shnent.

The Cuide regards them for a nonent, then begins working at
t he packs, throwi ng their packs aside and opening his own,
di scardi ng what he was carrying for them

TALL MAN
What are you doi ng?

GUl DE
Li ghtenin' ny | oad.

FAT NMAN
W t hought you were dead!

The CGui de cinches his pack straps and stands, facing them

GUI DE
Ever' body knows a bear won't touch
no corpse--so | pretended to be one..
besides, | weren't in no real danger.

FAT MAN
No danger?! Wth his sharp fangs
just inches fromyour face?!
The Cui de | ooks at them evenly.

GUI DE
No danger 'tall. The bear said so.

Finally he has their undivided attention.
The Fat Man's jaw drops.
The Tall Man lets out a cynical |augh.
TALL MAN
You say the bear spoke to you? Wat,
pray tell, did he say?

The Gui de | ooks down the trail, then turns back. H s voice
i's unenotional and his face is inpassive.



GUI DE
He said | oughta choose a better
class of folks to travel with

He turns and strides down the path.

FAT MAN
Hey! You can't | eave us here!

The CGui de waves w t hout turning.

GUI DE
| guess your side don't ache no nore.

TALL MAN
But we don't know the way!

GUI DE
And your ankle ain't tw sted, neither!

He di sappears over the ridge.

The others face each other, the tiniest guilt visible in
their eyes.

FAT MAN
Wel Il Who needs hi m anyway?

TALL MAN
| magi ne! A tal ki ng bear!

FAT MAN
He nust think we're fool s!

TALL MAN
Fool s, i ndeed!

Their guilt is alnost gone, buried in self-justification.
FAT MAN
It wasn't our fault he couldn't get
to the tree. W were just nore..
ni mbl e.
The Tall Man pokes himin the stomach.
TALL MAN
Ninble is not a word | would use to
descri be you, except at dinnertine!
Then a | ow, deep GROAL cones from behi nd.
They turn slowy.

REVERSE ANGLE

13.
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As they turn, they | ook down. Then, rising | NTO FRAVE, the
Bear stands before them

THE BEAR S SHADOW

rises, falling over them Their nouths open, their eyes go
wide with fear, mrror inmges of each other.

HOLD ON THEM as they stare at the Bear, whose heavy, nuffled
breat hi ng runbl es under their dial ogue.

TALL MAN ( CONT' D)
Just one thing I'd |like to know.

FAT MAN
Just one? What's that?

TALL MAN
What did he say to the bear?

They take their eyes off the Bear just |ong enough to exchange
a worried | ook.

A long beat, then they both | ook | NTO CAVERA.

BOTH OF THEM
Ch, no...

CUT TO BLACK.

OVER BLACK:
The ROAR of the Bear fills our ears.

THE END
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